
   
I visited Boshaw today to check if the 
reservoir was frozen and to see how 
much snow there was.  The clubhouse 
looked in fine fettle with a good covering 
of snow and an ice breaker was the only 
way anything was going to sail on the 
water just now as you can see. 

 
Looking at the frozen water gave me 
pause for thought about last year at the 
club.  At the start of the year I thought I 
might be in for a quiet year compared to 
the previous year with the fiftieth 
anniversary and the NSPCC walk as well 
as the club refurbishments on top of a 
busy sailing schedule despite the lousy 
weather of 2008.  Hats off to Simon I 
said, and still do say, to myself. 
 
The season started well with a good 
‘boats out’ and a splendid prize giving at 
the clubhouse.  Then the phone rang 
and Swallows & Amazons began to take 
shape under the careful stewardship of 
Kath O’Hara and Al Briggs.  The next 
call was to say that the Huddersfield 
Sailing Scouts would like to come and 
sail at Boshaw.  After some necessary 
checking and consideration this came to 

pass and they have been our most 
welcome group members for the rest of 
the season.   
 
Our open events have been the most 
successful in recent years starting with 
the Yorkshire and Humberside Youth 
Series first event in April and concluding 
with a keenly contested Single Handed 
Open in September. 
 
Our youth sailors did themselves proud 
with Patrick Hall finishing 10th; Andrew 
Robinson 12th and Toby Burhouse 15th 
out of a field of 57.  They will be joined in 
future years by some of our twelve 
Swallows & Amazons helms who 
completed the course in the summer.  
The scouts have sailed in all weathers 
and have joined in our Saturday races.  
Their sprit of fun and enjoyment of 
sailing have encouraged us all to enjoy 
our club and its water a good deal more 
this year.  They will be off to their new 
home at Green Withens during the 2010 
season and we wish them great success 
there.
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The Coniston trip was the best ever in 
terms of weather and wind for sailing 
with sunshine all day and force fours for 
racing.  It was simply the best. 
 
Our own racing and training has been 
greatly assisted by a really good season 
of sailing weather.  The temperature was 
between 1 and 2 degrees above average 
for all sailing months except July and the 
start of August and rainfall was around 
75% of the norm for the same months.  
(Sadly the rainfall for July and the start of 
August was more than double the norm.)  
We had very few wind drop offs and far 
fewer gales than 2007/8 seasons.  The 
result of all this was a really good 
season for our new members and juniors 
to get out on the water and for some 
good competitive racing.   
 
Twos Tuesday was again keenly 
contested and Wednesday nights 
continued to be the race to be at. 
 
The social events this year have been 
great fun and well attended with the 
recent Halloween and curry nights being 
two such nights.  Boxing Day cycling in 

the snow was a step too far for some, 
but an adventure nevertheless.  The 
Clubhouse has a new ceiling and new 
guttering and soffit boards amongst 
many other repairs and renewals.  Look 
out for the new floor early in the new 
season.  Outside, the waterside walkway 
was repaired, which proved that 
electricity and water can be quite a 
shocking experience!  
 
Our new ‘Buddy’ training scheme has 
proven to be a great success and we 
shall be looking for more helms to help 
with this in 2010. 
 
I think this has been a really good year 
for the club all round and some firm 
foundations have been laid for making 
this year even better.  If we get the right 
kind of weather then we are all in for a 
great season of racing, training and fun 
at Boshaw.  See you there at Boats Out 
on Saturday 13 March at 09:30. 
 
Oliver Plunkett 
Commodore 
 

 
 

 

Don’t forget 

 

 
 

13 March 2010 

9:30 am prompt 

 
Buoyancy / Insurance Registration 

Forms must be filled in and 
countersigned for each boat before 

sailing 

 

 
 

Saturday 17 April 2010 

7:30 pm 

 

In the Clubhouse 

Faith Supper 

 

£5 per adult and a 

voluntary donation for 

the under 16's 

 
 



 
 
September 2009 saw another excellent 
week sailing in our larger boats, in 
exceptional weather, unfortunately no 
sunshine but into force 9 gales, 
exhilarating to say the least!  Picking up 
the boats in Largs, Scotland on the 
Clyde we sailed around the island of 
Bute, then heading south to 
Cambletown, where we started with 
severe weather forecasts preventing our 
trip to Ireland.  Instead we stayed in the 
shelter of the Clyde, giving up 
exceptional sailing, calling at Tarbet, 
calling at an anchorage called Kames. 

This is where we had a meal on shore 
and the following morning a wake up 
surprise by an otter.  We then picked a 
bucket of local Mussels and set off 
again, we sailed in Lamlash on Arran in 
a force nine gale, giving fantastic sailing.  
We then went back to Largs to end the 
week and a lovely meal in the Marina 
restaurant, a perfect way to finish the 
holiday surrounded by good friends. 
 

 
 
John Dearnley 
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Boats out Saturday 13 March 09:30 

Buoyancy Testing Sunday 21 to Sunday 28 March  

Annual Prize Giving Saturday 17 April 19:30 

Rules and Race Officer Training Tuesday 13 April 19:00 

Y&HYSA Saturday 24 April 11:00  

Sail Training Trust Fundraiser Sunday 2 May 14:00  

Mirror Heron Open Sunday 9 May 11:00  

Club Introduction Day Sunday 16 May 14:00  

Swallows & Amazons Saturday 12 June to 17 July 14:00 

Coniston Friday 25 - Sunday 27 June  

Club Introduction Day Sunday 20 June 14:00 

Sailing Clinic Sunday 4 July 10:30  

Club Introduction Day Sunday 11 July 14:00 

Ladies, Masters and Juniors Sunday 22 August 11:00  

Anniversary Day Sunday 5 September  

Secret Sailing Wednesday 8 September onwards TBC 

Racing Clinic Sunday 12 September 10:30 

Single-Handed Open Sunday 26 September 11:00 

Halloween Social/RNLI Fundraiser Saturday 30 October 19:00 

Boats In Sunday 6 December 09:30  
 

 
 

Sunday 28 February 10:00 am 
 

The Scouts have invited us on a walk round Green Withens Reservoir. 
 

We meet at 10:00 am in the Car Park on the Pennine Way just south of 
Junction 22 of the M62.  The walk will circle the Scouts new 

residence at Green Withens Reservoir and return back to the car park 
after about 5 miles.  A packed lunch will be needed. 

 
The long range forecast suggests clear crisp weather.  

 
It's not necessary to book, but if you know you can make it, a rough 

idea of numbers would be useful.  
 

Contact John Dearnley 01484 309060 



 

 Saturday 13 March BOATS OUT We must make a particular point of 
getting the club fleet commissioned and the clubhouse clean and tidy so it 
can be used in and amongst the work to replace the lounge. 

 Sunday 14 March WORKING PARTY - remove old skirting boards and old 
floor. 

 Saturday 21/Sunday 22 March WORKING PARTY - lay Plywood ready 
for lino. 

 Saturday 28/Sunday 29 March WORKING PARTY - complete the work 
ready for the fitters to lay the new floor covering. 

 Week Commencing 30 March FITTERS LAY LINO. 

 Sunday 4 April (Easter Weekend) WORKING PARTY - fit skirting boards 
and tidy up. 

  

Please bring any tools you may have with you 
All start times 9.30 to 12.30 ish 

 

 
Date Event Race Officers 

April   

 Sat 3 Easter Series Roger Molyneux 

 Sun 4 Easter Series Peter Wilson 

 Sat 10 April Fool Series John Robinson / Anne Robinson 

 Sun 11 Spring Splash Series Tony Hall 

 Sat 17 April Fool Series Mark Mitchell 

 Sun 18 Spring Splash Series Patrick Hall 

 Sat 24 Y&HYSA Sailing Committee 

 Sun 25 Spring Splash Series Steve Jackson 

May   

 Sat 1 April Fool Series Al Briggs 

 Sun 2 Sail Training Trust Fundraiser Sailing Committee 

 Sat  8 April Fool Series Roger Stephenson 

 Sun 9 Mirror/Heron Open Sailing Committee  1st Race 11:00 am 

 Sat 15 Mayflower Series Rod Jackson 

 Sun 16 Solstice Series Andrew O'Connor / Graham Turner 

 Sat 22 Pursuit Races Allan Brooks 

 Sun 23 Pursuit Races Paul O'Connor 

 Sat 29 Mayflower Series Simon Tunstall 

 Sun 30 Solstice Series Chris Dean 
 



As I write my final article as Training 
Coordinator and think about all that has 
been achieved over the last two years 
towards growing the club we have done 
a brilliant job as a club and I’d like to 
take this opportunity to say a big thank 
you to everyone for their help and 
support.  Without it the role of Training 
Coordinator would be impossible. 
 
2009 has been an excellent year for 
training.  Last season was the first year 
we ran Swallows & Amazons Junior Club 
for 7-11 year olds.  Swallows & Amazons 
started way back in June 2009 and ran 
for 5 consecutive Saturdays followed by 
a regatta day and BBQ on a Sunday in 
sunny July.  The club was well attended 
and everyone who took part, either 
through helping or being a Swallow & 
Amazon member, had a great time 
learning how to rig boats and the basics 
of sailing, which included my favourite, 
capsizing!!  It was fantastic to see 
everyone having so much fun out on the 

water learning new skills and making 
new friends.  I’d like to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone for all their 
help and hard work in making this part of 
Huddersfield Sailing Club a huge 
success.   
 
Swallows & Amazons will be returning 
again this summer and I look forward to 
meeting all our new recruits when the 
time comes.   
 
The introductory sessions that have 
been held during last season have also 
been a great success with many new 
people joining the club as a result.  
Although I’m repeating myself again, a 
great big thank you goes to all who have 
been involved with training activities and 
I, for one, look forward to many more 
introductory sessions building on last 
season’s success.   
 
Al Briggs 

 

 
  

You may be aware that the club house is 
having a new floor which is to be fitted 
week commencing 29 March.  
Preparation work however, needs to be 
carried out starting on 14 March 
following boats out. 
 
The work will require as many hands as 
possible to ensure it is completed before 
the new floor is laid, the more hands the 
better!  Also bring any tools you have. 
  
The fascias, soffits and guttering are all 
complete with just the down pipes to fit 
and some work on the gables to finish. 

Please check your diary and try and 
make some of the dates below to share 
the workload with your fellow members. 
 
Thanks 
Richard O’Hara – Bosun 
 

Maintenance Dates: 
 

Sunday 14 March 
Saturday 21 March 
Sunday 22 March 

Saturday 28 March 
Sunday 29 March 

All start times 9.30 to 12.30ish 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Meal and Culture Night 

Thursday 4 March 2010 
Meet at Argento Steakhouse at 7:00 pm then on to the Rock Cafe to watch your 

bosun Richard O'Hara and his band Razorbach.  Rock and Roll! 
 http://www.razorbach.com/ 

 
Annual Prize Giving 
Saturday 17 April 

At the clubhouse starting at 7:30 pm - Faith Supper. 
Tickets available at boats out 

£5 per adult and a voluntary donation for the under 16's. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Tuesday 8 June to Tuesday 20 July  

7:30 pm start 
 

 Here’s a chance to sail with your kids, partner or mates. 

 It’s fun and social racing, finishing early so school the kids aren’t up too 
late. 

 Slow boats start first, faster ones later – in theory we all finish at the 
same time! 

 If you’re in a Mirror you’ve got the same chance of finishing 

first as a fireball – (probably more!) 

 Great for kids, new members and learners to take part in  

friendly competition – without the responsibility! 

 Short series in the last half of the summer term 7 races, best 5 to count  
 

All crewed boats welcome 
 

 



 

Easter Romeo Secret Sailing 

1st A Brooks 1st D Walpole 

2nd P Hall 2nd J Robinson 

3rd P O’Connor 3rd P Wilson 

Easter Zulu Junior Trophy 

1st R Harding 1st P Hall 

2nd J Robinson Masters 

3rd K Jones 1st A Brooks 

Spring Bank Helmsman Handicap 2nd P Wilson 

1st J Robinson Ladies Slipper 

2nd A Robinson 1st Hannah Plunkett 

3rd R Jackson 2nd Anne Robinson 

Novices Ahoy Zulu 3rd Martina Breslin 

1st P O’Connor Twos Tuesdays 

2nd P Wilson 1st D Hughes 

Mayflower Zulu 2nd P Hall & H Plunkett 

1st J Robinson Hot Pursuit 

Solstice Zulu 1st A Walpole 

1st J Robinson Capsize Trophy 

Indian Summer Zulu  S Wimpenny 

1st A Robinson 700 Trophy 

Summer Saturday Romeo  Marina Breslin 

1st P Wilson David Brown Shield 

2nd A Brooks  R Burhouse 

Summer Saturday Zulu  

1st J Robinson  

2nd A Robinson  

Summer Sunday Romeo  

1st P Wilson Mirror Open 

Summer Sunday Zulu 1st J Robinson 

1st T Burhouse Heron Open 

2nd R Stephenson 1st A O’Connor 

Frostbite Romeo 2nd J Robinson 

1st A Brooks 3rd A Robinson 

2nd P O’Connor Laser Challenge 

Midweek Romeo – Mannanon Trophy 1st A Brooks 

1st A Brooks 2nd P O’Connor 

2nd P O’Connor 3rd P Wilson 

3rd A Molyneux Single Handed Open 

Midweek Zulu – Sefton Trophy 1st R Harding 

1st A O’Connor 2nd C Raistrick 

2nd J Robison 3rd A Molyneux 
 


